The State of New Haompshire
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Thomas S. Burack. Commissioner
SAarel 25, 2008

Honarahle Martha Fuller Clark, Chaimman

Conntnitiee on Energy, Envirement and Feonomic Development
Room 102 Legslatve Office Bullding

Concord, NH (153301

RE:  HE 1295, establishing @ commission 1o study issues relating to stormwalter.
Dear Chairman Fuller Clark:

Thanh you fur the opportumty to comment an HE 1295, which would create a commission o siudy 1ssues
relating to stormwater. The Depariment af Environmental Services (DES) supports HB-1295.

Srormwater is cmeraing as one of the most important watsr quality issues faging New Flampshire for
dumist of reasons, including the following:

«  Stormwater runofl can be a source of pollutants that degrade water guality. These pallutants include
hacteria. the nutrients mitrogen and phosphorus, oil and grease, and chioride from salt used for the

deicing of roads and parking lots. Unless managed properly, pellutants in runoff can cause water quality
degradation of surface waters and can threaten well water quality tor drinking water supplics,
= Municipal separate stormwaler sysiems (WS4s) are facing more stringent federul regulations adopted by
the USEPA in recopnition of the negative water quality impacts of uncontrolled stormwater discharges:
In addition 10 infrastruclure improvements, organizational improvements and alternatives such as creation
af stormwater utility districts need to be considered to help municipalities support iImprovements.
«  Siprmwater fram new development may have negative impacts, hoth during construction and aperation,
unless projects are constructed properhy.
«  [xtreme storm events may be pceurring more frequently due to climate change, sometimes overwhelming
existing systems and raismg questions as to what approprate desien criteria should be for new systems.
For these reasons, the work and recommendations of 2 stormwater commissian will be very impertant for
development of impraved, cusizinable stormwater management practices n New Hampshire. The commission’s
wort will also complement ather ongoing Jemislative initiatives and commissions for improved water
management.
In summary, DES fully supports the creation of » stormwater commussion, Thank vou for the opportunity 1o
somment on this legislation. £ you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to

call Pau] Currier at 271-328% or me al 271-3449.
Sineerely. !
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